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TnS5 transposon and its applications in biotechnology
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[ Abstract ] With the rapid advancement of next-generation sequencing ( NGS), sequencing and its related
technologies are becoming more mature and providing higher accuracy and throughput. Traditional method of sequencing
require a large sample quantity that is difficult to obtain for some samples. Thus, techniques with a lower demand on
sample quantity are in urgent need. In library construction, the Tn5 transposase cuts DNA and adds an adapter sequence to
both sides of the target sequence, which requires fewer steps and a lower sample quantity. Therefore, applications of Tn5
transposase have been gradually developed in biotechnology. For example, CUT&Tag, stLFR, and TRACE-seq are
techniques that use Tn5 transposase in epigenomic sequencing, long fragment reading, and transcriptome sequencing. The
simple steps and very low cost make the techniques popular. In this review, we summarize the Tn5 transposon and its
applications in biotechnology to make it understood more easily and provide a reference for improvement and promotion in
the future.
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1 Tn5 ¥ REF R EEREL I

1.1 Tn5 BREF

TnS5 J2—FE G R, L 7 5] 328
3 FpHiAZE (kan' (ste” bleo") , PAI Sy i3 B ) VR 1 12
BF] ISS0R A1 ISSOL " (I 1A) . ISS0R Al DL ik
72 A JRE T (transposase , Tnp ) RN i) 4% JA2 g 7% P 19
HM415 9 (inhibitor, Inh) , IS50L #3577 4E MM E TR
P, B 1S50 FESIEL T B4 19 bp (18]
B R U (b K i outside end, OE A PN 7K ¥ inside
end, 1E) Z 0], {31 B A Iy hy 7z 36 6 () 4 FHASE A0, (H
OF Ml IE 7674 Ewg A A" )5Sk sE &
B, G ) et LR E R S R Ao, B AR T R
P~ 19 bp AN E R, NER AT DAL & AR o] R 8
) DNA Bt ([l 1B) . If H X #A> 19 bp 1K i
A DL E A OE AIE B> OE [P IE, L A] LUZ
P T FE 58 K % ( mosaic end ,ME) , SZFr |, ME J&
— N T R e, HF 515 O 7778 3 ik 3t
XHEIAIR], HEA L OF Fl 1E T 25 12 s %5
1.2 RREEERLEW

i ISSOR 2wt TnS % FERG AT LASTAY 3 2548
$ok . S5 E T AT DNA G541 N Sl b dek | HLA fi
AT P B R 45 44 RN B T B L B4 A Y C sl
P, N i 4 A S P G AR A - A
A, T 55 AP S R BN SS & 5 C b Zb i
WA o-IBHERIEL f T DL R RS A AR R

AL R ZE M SR N I S N A — A R
it H OB AR T, ELZRE (A £ Jir A3 2 g il
T30 5 S 9 7 4 A il R AR 2R LA A Y TS
SRR AL TR S H BRI M o N D97
D188 \E326 11 A 5T A Z IR IR FE41 AL DDE #E4k
X PR G A B EZMMEM . 1% DDE #{k
5P Mn> 454, A~ Mn™ 430 315 OE K 3”7 -
OH 1 5° -P [t o VE A AL 76 Pk s, b éh, 78
DDE A 1) 73 S B2 7% 35 I 38 A7 75 — S AR 57 1 B
R (ExxxKxxK) , Horfr 25 /N iR sk i 5
Y319 R322 J2 DDE #A 1) E326 2H 1 1 BEORSF
) YREK B4 iz R R AR 550 57 -P kB
fiFs, AH DNA RYZ5A 8T T,
1.3 TnS &EEHLF

Tn5S HHET L2 IR, FEAFE R — R
IRITE B LA DNA B P)E] B8 DNA PR 5 8k 5%
B BEFERSE AW 4 P BR(WE 2) . HE,
G W PINA Mg™ , AN R G 71-09 N ity 26 ~
65 v 22 FEMR 5% 3 S0 1 O I LA SR TR AR B 5
Tn5 % JE A Sty 5 ) 45 S R 205 A, ) VP A e T -
DNA &A1& B X WA & A AR R % e
fitf C ¥t o WRBESZ S, KA BY TR R Ak, Bl — A
FEPRERG RART TR U PR R AR R
it} )i o DNA [ YIE],  H, — 00 B4 5% A2 i1k 55 —
A S5 4 S R07 2 TR 58 SUAE R B B 1 A
PR KB AE 3 A BR 5, i BE S AL 7K 4
T5 DNA 8K, fff OF K 8% B 3 -
OH ; HAEHE T ok iy s b 5 BB T B & e 25 44,

JE R, AT DATR] Inh 254 TE s SR PRI 5 e
I 4% PR Rt ) 005 P 57 A DU 1 R 249 300 22 IR B Ak
Aok | | ws |
{ OE I 15501 1 IE ] kan"
\ 4 A\ 4
AeimrEE A1 G PR (12
Inactive protein 1 Inactive protein 2
B
sk | RS
O

str'

MokER [ ok I I ok
bleo’ __IE 1S30R 1 OE 1

v v
MEE [ AR
Inh \ Tnp /

12 A Tn5 R IREEH  TnS 555 Tt 45 3 R & (kan® ste” bleo™ ) B4 H 7 41 FTRG £4) £21) 2 5 51) (IS50L I IS50R ) 28 )%, , 4™ 1850
RO F— IR (OE) Fl—A PR 3 (1E) Z 0], 1S50L G A% 95 A~ FE 16 1 8 11, 1ISS0R - G A% 5% A2 iff ( Tnp ) 14 J38 il 411 il 2 191 (Inh) 5 B
Tn5 7% T R RIILZSE R AT L5 B9 DNA A BeAE ELBIMIAN_EAM K (O ) 83 Hoe A (1R \ME ) #RH) i — N5 e T

1 Tn5 $5HETF-4544

Note. A. Traditional transposon Tn5. It contains two inverted versions of IS50 (IS50L and IS50R) bracketing three antibiotic resistance genes

(kan", str", bleo"), and the IS50 elements are defined by the outside end (OE) and inside end (IE). IS50L encodes two inactive proteins,

while IS50R encodes transposase ( Tnp) and an inhibitor of transposition (Inh). B. Simplified transposon Tn5. Two outside ends (OE) or other

ends (IE, ME) brackets sufficient DNA.

Figure 1 Structure of transposon Tn5
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{di%5 5 F DNA MR DNA B2l s, 55—
ALK A TR % B IS FT I B 37 -OH
HERE RO R ML R S8 U, B R
TIRIRAHAAE DNA IR TRERG RS . IR R,
Tn5 IBEFE LA AL S FE KL N SR BEPLAY {0 2
BSRAFAEA R 9 bp AL A IFH, BFE &
IR T AREEREER 57 -P 2350 57 KIRAE2S ) |
32 3l , JE 15 DNA #5450 B 5 T 550
DNA 454, 96 37 -OH BB — P2 P i HE )
RASERERS) ) YRE R R K S5 DNA 4555,
5 EF- DNA 9 37 -OH 437 9 bp $EA7 & PO 1 7
LI SERUEERE RS | T AR 5% T P 45 T il — A~
9 bp MR PEA I, PRI, 75K N SE IR BE SR RS )
BEH R S AT RE Bl 1 G S SE D RE BRI, Bl S R
ASKEPEA S AN TR 9 bp WOIE 0 EEFS, 1
FERANEE, TnS $EFE R Z A+ |

2 Tn5 BEFE

HGEEEF AR LK, DNA U5 4 AR 75 A= Ay
Bl GUR B FEA IR A . AP H AR 1 &
HERFAEIEAT DNA WP R nl fe S ARy 4
AR TR YR BEALHEAE B SO 5 I )Y
Kot Ja B 5 o3 B . Horp, SCPER EEAEAR K
FRIE b B BB o A i 25 R R AR
Wil o A SR SC AR 32 30 A 58 8 £ 5§ DNA Jr Befb
(HUBRI S BEAIE 125 ) AR i b 5% D 42 3K 1) 32 4 A
PCR 44, 7F RNA-seq i 75 Z 1 55A K cDNA 3¢
JE . JR4E barcode 23k (13% 4% W] LA R B 43 BT 24 F
A AHRXS T IR — R RE AR 4R B A | S50 SR A
JRA IR A9 SCRE R 3 A 7 SR ke g 27

BT TS % R SCEEAG 5 1 R KA T 1%

\ Yo
Vel (Ferens\
\ Tnp / \ T
\ Tnp ‘\ np /
HEAEDNA A LIS AR 3 HEADNA
Donor DNA OE Transposon OE Donor DNA
e AN AN AR A
Tnp binding OE
T\ \\" f e
\ / \ ]
// il \ .
r/" Iv‘/l \l ‘\,']
W\ Iy
Iy
& Cleavage
N #IDNA
[ N\ Target DNA
I [ A
\ /4 pOOOODOOODODOD
0 4
Capture
NV
[ 7\ \
(| |
"\‘ "\.4 ‘«"‘ ,‘J
e
J L Strand transfer
OO | [ OO0

4
ey

. TS BYFEEMLE . B4 TnS F4 18 Tl
BRI DNA |, 58 AR

OE BN G 4 LE — Ak, BT 3 2 2R A% SO (4% J4E 1 DNA BB AR DNA, 5%, Tn5 —

2 Tn5 IFEEERLH

Note. Mechanism of Tn5 transposition. Two Tn5 transposases bind to the OEs and then dimerize forming the synaptic complex. Then, Nucleophilic

reactions occur resulting in cleavage of transposon-donor DNA bonds. Finally, the synaptic complex captures the target DNA and strand transfer occurs.

Figure 2 Mechanism of Tn5 transposition
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G875 SCPER Y A0 IR I ) FBUAS . 7R I 7 s
H TnS B JRE Y R 15 PR A W 13 T PT AAE S8 B[]
LK JE 7 51 A7 AHE DNA. o B 0 0UE DNA 1Y
Fr Bk, RIS B3k P 8 i &8 5 B w7
FERECH , B ST HEL A OF P9 # &t pidi
3, SEEERBERIMEE U A& T DNA Y5 3 i
TR R ZE AR ST DNA SR 1R H
FTWr, JE BTN Y DNA 1B 5 I A ERRE 52 514
A A U] FRF- I3 5 PCR 71 58 S0P
AR EE, AN, 76 PCR ¥ 84EFA 7] LG A barcode X
SHIHBIFATI DNA T

{HJZ PCR 9738 5y 7=/ 7 1 fg 22 A0t 013X
TE AL 5 B PRI 5 1Y) S 200 B D0 e v 2 A R AR
PRI, —FP A TS 5% )3 548 A S 3+ AT 9
¥4 ) J7 15 (linear amplification via transposon
insertion, LIANTI) iz i 4 . 1% 7 LA TS5 %% )i
TR AN EE P 2H DNA BEHLITI , [A] I 7E R F Be
RERANT7 AT, 5 DNA R4 BN ST A B v
EEE T7 IR 7, Sa AT IR AN sk o BEJS , PRl
15 S RNA FETE AL . cDNA —HE 1A, i &8
JRLIANTI SCHESERFIN ™ o OF FL A5 AE LIANTI %%
BET A5 RIS barcode , t5 0] DL SZ PR A2 g
el B P, AN, AR ToS R F TS ST
(G) FLH (C) 14 AP, 5 BOH A 8] FE A % 14
A7 B0 i A S I A8 145 B TnS
7 JE G 2 A5 1A Tn5-059 A LAAE R sk Al 7
[, Z2Fh i 1 P TS 6 J3 il 1 1 50 A 7 ik — 20
AR T SR A S R i) A AR 207 s s R AT fif
Tn5 % P i 1E 1 P2 U 2 52 75 1k

3 Tn5 ZEERMNF IR FH

3.1 ET Tns A2 ERATRBRIEENFERE
FM B AL ST T8 HE P 5 A AR I i ) — 2E R
B i) 5 R 3 3 A7 L R T S e R AL I S . B
WERE 5-C v B 1L H AL 2 —Fh) 2 AR R0
WAL R A F E AR 2%
2 W A R A R I ¥ ( whole genome  bisulfite
sequencing, WGBS ) J& i 5% Jitd 1% e F Ak 43 # R 45
B BB 2 — Rk o %R AR R A
IR R AL PRI R 4 DNA 76 5-FF 3 fifg s w4350
FNEE B A1 T K B DNA i Jif g g ik i b
by PREWE G B | B IS e s i F SR AR A B 5 |
BEIFI T, 51 e S 0 T A e i g R AR R S TR

R SR P AR Y e T B KRR AT
JP A T B, WGBS A8k B &, HJ& WGBS
A A A BR ] R 2R R T R DNA HEAR
A T 22 256 2 Mk DL S B fy L2260 o PRI , Adey
ZETIIE R T TnSMe-seq, 1% 745 TS 5 2 58
F WGBS e Pt il £ 7 R S I Y SO, el 1%
Hi TnS BT 5 TnS 456 M4k i i MU ms e i1 7
LA 6 M e RE A 4 DNA FBEAb ) -5 WA IR
R, AR F A DNA 4 F Bk AR i G #h
FERIE S i 4 17 Ak R FRAS B HKE DNA B AL
AR A Y AR A R, PR D T o A
HXt DNA A 40 FE , RORBEAI T WGBS JIrifs 2
FOFED 2H DNA A i
3.2 EF s MEARSLEENEEIERNE
Yo o JRT 2B 1A I A A L AR FE AR 3 I b
EEEF EEZAE L, B A FT 3 R AR A
Z R AHARE A | Y0 5T G 8 BT UE DU JF ( chromatin
immunoprecipitation sequencing, ChIP-seq ) ¥t j& — 1>
4> BN 1) 712 {H ChIP-seq T B H S KA
DNA 5HABR K, A EARES ST si
BEARTE SR B RSB BEJS B CUT&RUN
FAR AR IR b el | e i R EUE I R e R
AU A L v il o 3 A AR PR B R 1 AR
WAL IR EEE 5 W) (pA-MNase ) 1) 8 1 B 45 500,
Wi i 3 Ao 5 5 1) R Sk T A TR g , K T L I
BORE R b W, de e SEAT SCRE I A R )y
SOl LUK S K R R R, ol LR
—EFERE b AR A 7oK &, {XUAE 100 ~ 1000
A2 R AT DA AR e o R {H R A 2 sk
DNA S i i 40 55 R 3k 19 3% 2 A4 R il 45 DU 7 SO
XSRS SRR ] AT T AR R, BIEE
HILH) CUT&Tag Hi AR X CUT&RUN 1A [ ok
W5 GORF MNase 24t Ay TnS %% ) B {8 FH Mg™
T4 E B IS pA-TnS flvA 2 I 4L 55 R 7E
AR DNA (1) [RIB B 3ed A 3423 | i — 25 i 1k
TSR IR, BEAR T IR AR RS PR R
CUT&RUN 1 CUT& Tag % A # 75 22K 41 g 5 1 BR
G T RESR IR MR 22 S R &R MR
TESIRE, TR N T RER AT R, A AL
R T X — [l R B TR B R AUESY ) Rl
W FAIE A () CUT& Tag FoA b ik— 05T, -
KT multi-CUT&Tag, 7] LA [R) Fsf B 555 5] — 248 Jfd v )
2 YA IR B 1 BT, LA DU AN [R) 2 1 0T A W) — 4
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Mrh gt 2 S E R, 5 CUT&Tag £ A —
FERET-HUMAHS Tn5 S 1) H A AL ALY R B4 ACT-
seq:m _CoBATCH" Fn ChIL-squS] S B R
LI 5 TR AT R A RIS 73 SR R %) R R i 5

HHEEOUT , e 05 AT 73 o Fa st B0 55 % R
PR, B R O AEAE A 5 T 5 8 1 o S5 ) 12
DT8Rl B8 5 A st Y e €0 5 B 25 5
PP T A RO 456, Al R v, PRt e 60 )5
AT SR B9 A 2 B R A B 9T 1 — K i, DA%
JAE it > 28R B 5% % 8, ST AT Rk B B R (assay for
transposase accessible chromatin with high-throughput
sequencing , ATAC-seq ) TE1X — S Ik & i R 2L 1
L, ZHARFIAT TnS 5 BERE L 645G DNA ok
SERGIMALRAP B8 DX A R A B e 4 Sk DA e (8
T A 5t DX AT I 1, DA s 4 PR 2 ) e £ o
AT RPED AR b DA AR e 0 T AT R M S ik
ATAC-seq 1 TnS AL DNA BYUTH] A Sk A4
AR AT, T4 T S50 AR, DT R R AR 1 %
FEAR B R E SR, {H R BF ATAC-seq t 77 7 — L& 1]
AN T TS B 188 B R 7 A DU PP 123k I8 D 1) I
B, —A e B o 14 42 Sk W] REAR W], S BUUA —2F
(5 BERT R A, Y R B i o R
HEATIRANE PCR 47317

ULAEK WG 115 ATAC-seq H AR AT T £
PRt . THS-ATAC-seq £ ASEFI 2L LIANTI £
AREYTTERE T7 53 855 AGE @5 AT K7 s 0 34T
VRO 53, B X AR AT RN 7, IR HL,
TP ATAC-seq 1 J B i ¢ Sk A 7] 5 B30I 2%
AR A ), WEFEF AR BT T PSR R R
B ZBRAK G J5 ST 5 AR LAy S A i 0
Sk A, Single Cell ATAC-seq AR $
T ERA M e AT K I R T SR A e o 4 i
e 0 AT B P 1 22 5745 AR T, Omni-ATAC-
seq FEARTERE JBE R0 ] PBS LAKE {5 e L, 7T
DATH BRI BT, 32 v Yo 40 o m] e M 580 1) ot
HO D UMI-ATAC-seq $% A i i 18 4 A #r 1fE
TruSeq M J¥ # 3k ) UMI ( unique molecular
identifiers ) I F#] ATAC-seq 1, PCR FEHEE
750 5 [ A 0 852 7 9 DX T e B M B 1 1k
TR IR S, BT & ) ATAC-MS A K
ATAC-seq 5 FUIEH ARG &, TP E 45 G
P17 21 5EORS 5 19 A 00, 3 HH b Z 1T 7E ATAC-seq J&
3 3 A AT T2 P R A o A BT A v

4 Tn5S ZBEEKRFENF SN A

AR R BRI TR R A g —
AHESE (T R B S U Fr B A R R A I
IR R BOW P AR 5 58 K R BT, Iy s
PEAT P . XA AE 2R BB, T HL 45 BRI 4
T [) PR 51 1) 531 0 e €0 (R 45 4 718 S ) 48 A O
PEIXE, Peters 254 | FI G B 10 1< e BOAR B 43 B9
JEFTWr, IR ST S 18 45 B B3N barcode
A 4223k 70 1 S5 AT barcode IX 43 AN [a] ) 4
FBOFoE Pt BRIR A 19 A Bow B B 2%
FBARER S, HIGSLAb B A &, 2017 45, stLFR
(single-tube long fragment read ) [ FF & fif i T X —
RIXE, WFFE N SR TnS 7E9% SDS 2B Z i #f—
5 DNA R BL2s A HOR BT X — R34 8% Tns
SRS S K B DNA 456 )5, -5 R i & A AW
barcode FUREERILRIMFE . BT 55 PR 145 5 (1
Bk DNA H BEn] L5 barcode 345 22 A8 I 1% 42,
AFRBK R B EEAR ik b, BEs A
SDS FIFTWHK Fr B 44 i Bk R 0 1Y barcode % 3 3|
Ay Beb, R adE R PCR OGP -4 3k B AT
TR O R T RPN,
ARG = AR e A SEARG, e M o s, B R Y
RT3

5 TnS Z2EEHEFHANF BN A

TEH LG S L b AR e W & Hn
RNA HRHH 7 BoA, Bl JE4T—5EH — 5% cDNA &
B SRR PCR 43455 JAE TnS % Je i
T8 K Al 1 o i 20 BR  (BR AT 9K T0 il
AEREE RNA FEA TS PG FEA 7% S 20 U e K
SITIYT SR . 2020 4F, TnS %% J4E B LI S AT L) 4 2
YEFT DNA/RNA Ze5cif JET I &I R T
— P 5 S 21 A R U7 1k, JF i 44 4 TRACE-seq
( transposase-assisted ~ RNA/DNA  hybrids  co-
tagmentation ) ( WLIE] 3) , % 77 ¥k 0] DL R AL S 58 i 7
WAL A 22 LA B R S (1 i A B . TRACE-seq
BAT RN S, B A B TR IS 2 401
FTFFCIR A I TC VA MRS 55 5% 0 ARG B2 5 110 4 Ak
RIZE S0, TRACE-seq tIE I HAT SR SE &
FRERE, T T RIEE e E SR AL
] AH LAY
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VA VA VA VA VA VAV VY

o~

Fe
Tnp J %

pS

S

@ Strand extension

=N
PCR

_______________ TTTTTT

EEIR
Capture
~

]

A “RNA | cmmmm -

DNA

3T TRACE-seq RO AR , 76 RNA 5555 A 823K FEHI A TS 75 HEBE 14245 4 DNA/RNA 23885 , 58 iUAE AY ZE M 4h 55 )5 F1 FH DNA

A MHEATY G 5E U

3 TRACE-seq 7k

Note. Workflow of the library preparation strategy based on TRACE-seq. After RNA reverse transcription, the DNA/RNA hybrid is tagmented by Tn5

transposase with adapters directly. DNA polymerase then amplifies the ¢cDNA into a sequencing library after end extension.

Figure 3 Library preparation based on TRACE-seq

6 NESRE

TS 1 8 7l 4 B4 B JREATL o ek T LK SC A
#H DNA (9 R Befb AR b 55 R 3k (3% 3% 3 4
A IR Ry B — PR 1 S, 3 KR Ak T SC %
AR AR, TR S A AR T X R A i A 75 5K X 7 9%
S T 2 v B T ) R RN R B RS, A,
LIANTI () FHFEAR T it PCR 3™ 3671 i 19 9 189 e 22
FEEDR (i 15 SCPE R DNA P S B i<y, KA
B P, TS e J36 g %) o R &b T AR I e Je 13
AR AR T = AR L AR TG, o
o, XA — Sl L A (AR 1A AR 75 T AN 4

BRULZ A1, TnS 4 3 BHA BN FH 2E 24~ Sl
B4n BAT Hi-C FARFIF TS #5EEEE T4 0K 3D
PG AR s FACT-seq F2 AR I FH TnS #% 3 i JF

KA BT AR R B bR S A A A 2 rh 2 R
F B 77 15 SorTn-seq $ AR F FH Tn5 %% & il
e A 7 1 4 T I PR R A R T IR Y TS B
JAE FEAE A Tl B AR b i 1 S R AR T R RE A Y
R BXAHVR 22 Bl 1A A L RE 6% 16 & A I 1Y
HoR R, TS %% 885 barcode Z5H AR 25 & i
e TR B R AT . EHT, TS % A G AE B
9 3000 Sk A 8 A S g, X R DGR 1
RN IA A FRFSE . (B Tn5 6 R BT ELA 1) B4
LI v 3 AE 2 43 A e g S BT AR RIS v A A2
K. IR EHT TnS % He il 00 18 FIF R S, {5 )2
Bl B ARAETE I ANWIIR A, TnS 5% LA AT IF
24 3000 > S5 08 ) T ) T
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