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[ Abstract)

Humans can mimic the behavior of others and produce the same emotional experiences, a phenomenon

known as emotional contagion. Rodents ( mainly rats and mice) are commonly used as experimental animals in medical

research. These animals can also suffer from emotional contagion associated with negative emotions such as fear, anxiety,

and depression. To further understand the process of the transmission of different emotions among animals, we review the

definition and process of emotional contagion, as well as the influencing factors and the main types and their physiological

mechanisms, to provide a reference for subsequent studies.
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Note. A. Feeding two similar animals in cages with transparent

12230

partitions. Al. The demonstration animal was shocked with feet to
induce the corresponding fear behavior. A2. Play the sound wave that
makes the demonstration animal afraid to induce the corresponding
fear behavior. B. The demonstration animal was placed in the cage
alone for foot shock to induce the corresponding fear behavior. Bl.
Place the normal observation animal on the other side of the
transparent partition. C. No matter whether the exposure process of
the demonstration animal is witnessed or not, the observation animal
have the same fear behavior and fear emotion.
Figure 1 Common experimental methods of

emotional contagion
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