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Construction of Lep gene knockout mouse model based on CRISPR/Cas9 system
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Institute for Laboratory Animal Resources, National Institutes for Food and Drug Control, Beijing 102629, China)

[ Abstract]  Objective We generated ob mice ( C57BL/6N-Lep™' /Nifdc) with Lep gene knockout (ob/ob) using
the CRISPR/Cas9 system, to establish a suitable animal model for preclinical drug evaluation for clinical diseases such as
diabetes. Methods According to the principle of CRISPR/Cas9 target design, single guide RNA targeting the mouse Lep
gene was designed for transcription in vitro, and microinjected with Cas9 mRNA into mouse zygotes. Mouse tail DNA was
extracted and detected by polymerase chain reaction and sequencing, followed by mating of positive and wild-type mice.
Blood biochemistry and liver pathology were assessed in homozygous ob mice. Results Eight positive mice were identified
and a stable mouse strain was selected for further breeding. Serum triglycerides, total cholesterol, and alanine
aminotransferase levels were significantly higher in homozygous ob mice than in wild-type mice, and liver pathology showed
inflammatory infiltration and lipid vacuolar transformations. Conclusions We successfully established a Lep gene knockout
mouse model, which will provide an important addition to the national rodent experimental animal database and an animal
model for preclinical drug evaluation.
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BEIR S RE A RS BB 40 L DNA J3 51, I el AR
HEIRRHE SO TR AR R E R TR, H
SR AG M Sl P A T R oY N R I B T
H BIHTN Ik, T8 A8 i sh P a8 kg 2t (4 Jr
LM AUHG ES AT B SR 0 Y 5500
Yy ¥ R B ( transcription
nucleases, TALEN ) . % $§ % MR 0§ ( zinc-finger
nucleases, ZFN ) | CRISPR/Cas ( clustered regulatory
interspaced short palindromic repeat/Cas ) 25 PN Vil 5
4, Horb R FI CRSIPR/ Cas9 7 AR 14 2 1) 3 H 45 4
SN RAT R R H P AR R, B SRR ALY
FEH SRS

I8 2R (leptin) & —Fl IR IWTZH LI TR | BE
S AERF LR B RS, 5 W 3L 3l A o 9 5 %5 DT AR
K, FIEIN (Lep ,ob) I T 6 YL fh 7 1994
4FHH Friedman #4%7 FH PAR e s eS| i — K & 3R
LTI TR JIE Ji A PR 1 58 U G 2R, e 1 S
R AL B 5 JB 5 SR ARG AR O, JE R S 2 BB IR
o IX — AR il A | AU B AR BT 18 M A g8
B PIAROCT . DR, e S R A 3 A
WF5E 2 ALBE R s AL B B 2 — o A SCA
CRSIPR/ Cas9 HARMIHE Lep e PR 5% /)N BUBE Y ( ]
PR ob /NEL) , SRy itk — 2 TF & FIPF-A AT R i AH S AR 5
PP Nk R I 24 4 Sk R4 ) ShAp AR

1 #RTE

activator-like effector

1.1 Sz

SPF % 4~6 JE A #EME CSTBL/6N /MR, 1A 13
~18 g, 2K A IR it 24 5 A6 E BIF 5 e [ SCXK (T)
2022-0002 ] , f 37 T [ 2 it 24 it 462 5 A5 e S
ST IRAT TP SPF 2% Bt B 36 B v [ SYXK (D)
2021-0019 ], 1] 37 4 6] 25 57 /0> B o ) Rk L% 3 4
YRR ek B AL BB w AR K i AS By
Zove M K i £ ) o R IR IR BT IR T 18 ~
26 °C MR, H D (BRAAFEZE) , A%
B P BRI AT G A B S I S AR B A R (rh
¥ 5h () 55 2024(B)016 5 ) , AR 3R JFU
L2 EFERFSME

Cas9 %% 5% X 7| & . MEGA shortscript T7 high
yield transcription kit MEGA clear transcription clean-
up kit mMESSAGE . mMESSAGE T7 transcription kit .
Poly( A) tailing kit ]I H 32 [# Life Technologies 2
A 5 I MIIAGR & . RNeasy mini kit 1 F 78 F Qiagen

/5] TRIzol . RT-PCR i3] & . TB Green Premix Ex
Taqll % )t % &t PCR i | & AR WE I A H A&
TaKaRa 23 ] ; JI0 i #5845 00 1325 W) Joi 1R g g 11 5 1
Sigma A 7] ; 91 B ML VE IR R W A TR TR
I HAtw A S iR an o | Sl AR B b stk
TSR WA BRA B BT A 51 8 2 i 2R TR T
(L) edi A7 BRZA w5 B 5 ML VBRCAE Al 7 A a5
& (TC in vitro diagnostic kit, TG in witro diagnostic
kit ,ALT/GPT in vitro diagnostic kit) #Jl4 H HpAEJt$
Biosino 2YH]

Roche 48011 7% 5%E & PCR 1 ( Roche 2 7l , %
1) ;Nano Drop # i it 43 9 6 B i1 ( Thermo Fisher
ovE], EED) B K F (Sartorius, 7 E ) 5 250 L
(Thermo Fisher A, JE[H ) ; WAL 441% ( Eppendorf
Nl FERE) PCR AL (ABI A A, 2 H) ;4 A st fk
SHT AL (OLYMPUS 23w, HAS) 5 95 BEED F 49 4 A%
(HAMAMATSU A+, HA) |
1.3 SREHE
1.3.1 sgRNA RIRIM B e 5%

M4 Genbank 3B 19 /N Lep FEH ¥ 31, i 22
YIBIA, s FAN R F 3 KB (B 1A), R4
https ; //portals. org/ gppx/ crispick/
public TEZRER AT, e FELr 5P 7 e m AR N
Az sgRNA 541, Bl sgRNA f Fll sgRNA r( WLFE 1),
VO 51 a iz, #1718 K HEE R
Bbsl fi§ Y] pT7 Bk b, R J5 5 R4 4k, Uk H Bk
2 NRVE AT BRI, JF RIS AIE . AR LA
W IERA ) sgRNA OB AARAR , 5149 T7 £/T7 v( UL
1) PEFT PCR P14, PCR £514:95 °C 5 min;95 C
30 5,55 °C 30 5,72 °C 15 s, 3L 30 NMEH, K5, N
A 2 fEARFTEK 4B, 12 000 t/min &> 10 min, 57
X 3 A 500 pL 70% 2 B Bk 2 UK, 4R 5 H4- 15
TEW T 30 pL RNase free 7K /1, f#f H MEGA
shortscript T7 high yield transcription kit #E17 &SN E
5,37 CIFHE 4 h, 285N TURBO DNase i 1L 20
min, 5 J5 8l MEGA clear transcription clean-up kit
XA T EEAY, AR S X 7 W AT I S Iy
3 F-80 CHAE
1.3.2  Cas9 mRNA [{{RIMN%

LA px330 JECKE M B4R, >R T HindTIT i 2 47 Al
DI, B ISR, B2 A 30 wL RNase free /K%
fifto LA Il W = 8 O B AR, A mMESSAGE
mMESSAGE T7 transcription kit PEATIR AN 5 37 C

broadinstitute.
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5 2 h, %85 A TURBO DNase {4k 20 min, FE{#
FHl Poly(A) tailing kit fill & 50 min, 5¢J5f# ] RNeasy
mini kit Xt =BT aliqk , aliAk g % e A T e R
%L, T -80 CHR-AT .
1.3.3 SRS AR

6 JEli% CSTBL/ON Mt /)N B £5HE I I 5 2 R
GO, PRk WAL E B 00T R B | A B B0 A A S ik
NG, KA 471 sgRNA A1 Cas9 mRNA
HFUK LR IR G RN sgRNA 50 ng/pl, Cas9
mRNA 100 ng/ L, 13 000 r/min B 40 min , WHL
T8 o FH TR A5 IR B DAV S5 41 i v A AR vy, iE
(RRTATE N X (S RITIVE 31N PN YR e 31
H1,37 °C,5% CO, K537 30 ~ 60 min, B 5 /R PR AL HL
SRR 5 N, 88 5 5 B A BV 95 T 1VE
Wi,
1.3.4  F, A/ F, A/ B SRE R R %

XA AR /N EAT BY R $E H DNA iR
100 ng DNA #E4T PCR, ¥ #1519 F/R W3& 1,914
24%:95 °C 5 min;95 C 20 5,62 °C 30 5,72 °C 60 s/
kb,35 MEFA ;72 °C 10 min, KPPk £ 4 T
A TR () ey A BR S JIAEA TIN5, P 5 1 4
KE/ROWFE 1), B2 RG, BH 5 8
C57BL/6N /NRHATACHD 15 289 F, SR RIAER
B TS E
1.3.5 ZOEER PCR IZERG IR 2k K7

B 50 mg ZE47/NEREL 2L, TRIzol HE 2R 4L G ob
N EURT BT A 8 CSTBL/6N /N BROAY O JIE AT BB A
B R A2 B RNA, I 5% PCR 3615
cDNA, L cDNA NBE R BEATRI . 345149, b
J¥%1 5° -AGCAGTCGGTATCCGCCAAGC-3" , T ll¢ ¥
5] 5 -GATAGACTGCCAGAGT-3" , /N i GAPDH &
HERIN S, NES5I1YF G B R, Lifvs 5 -
CAGCAACTCCCACTCTTCCAC-3" , T % J§ %1 5°-
TGGTCCAGGGTTTCTTACTC-3" . ¥ # 4 . 95 C
30 ;95 C 15 5,61 °C 30 5,40 MEH ;4 C o,
U413 AR AR E 3 ANE AL, B s L

#£1 PCRIIWITFSI
Table 1 Primer sequences for PCR

LB S FIFHI(5°-37)

Primers name Primer sequences (5’ -=3")
sgRNA f TAGGGTCCAAGATGGACCAGACTC
sgRNA r AAACGAGTCTGGTCCATCTTGGAC

T7 f TGACGGGACGGCGGCTTTGT

T7 r AAAAGCACCGACTCGGTGCCACTT
F TCTGATAAGGGCAGGAGGCT
R ATGGATGTGTGCACATGGCTCTCTT

Lep/GAPDH WAETHR . e WS L H ¥ —4k, BT H
HYEEP P24 C (H - NS A3 G fH = ACG 2R 5
WA R AR B AR [ A2 . ACH BLBURE A - ACE X
HEREAS = AACH, IR 5 R 802 4k 2722 BN Lep/
GAPDH [ fH.
1.3.6  MLRAR SR

ANEURRIE IS R = S BRI T 1.5 mL HTEEE
b, 34 A 2 A A B ASCRS: DN i 3% b i ol = e
(triglycerides, TG) &L JH [# P ( total cholesterol, TC) |
W/ﬁ@f{%/ﬁ( alaninne aminotransferase, ALT)
1.3.7 JHHZUpR AR I

/NERURRIE S, U A 20, R v i 361 7, 64 9
AN - 21 Y% {7 ( hematoxylin-eosin staining, HE ) &
L0 Jett, HE Je(t. Z BB BBk, — H 2% 0E
W, DV AT HE Je 8, JhZD O B i 60% 5 9 B
RUEE AR MAL O Qe i, B 4@ 10~ 15
min , 60% LA )5 /K PE , 1 Harris ¥R 3%, FRK K
A RIE Ga = E S a S L i 3 = A o
Y1 R A AGHAT R 5 Hr
1.4 FitrEFE

KA Graphpad Prism 7.0 #4758 11, £u4 £ =
YR+ R UEZ (x£5) , One-Way ANOVA J5 ik 4y
Pridls | L P<0. 05 225 A Gt X,

2 #R

2.1 FEE/MNRIES

Lep FEHALF/NR 6 S g aff, 3 2 AN AR
( Ensembl ; ENSMUSG00000059201) . T 5E7E Lep
3 SHNE AL BEBUK BE R 250 bp (FS, SR )5 F
FHAELE TN AR 141 %X 250 bp 51 #E4T sgRNA %
Th, MRIETEA S BELE AT e 1Y sgRNA 15 A
JP3, Lep Jk PR Rl /N BRA EHE SR I K2 sgRNA (1 9) ]
DS UNE 1A,

ARWFFE SL HEAT T WHE Y MO B, IR
205 Mg, A 83 HUNBL(KR 2) o R A AT B RUR i
FHE RIS e | B A RN B AR R BER 736 bp, 48
FFIAIE, FE 3875 8 HUF, /N, ¥ 045 S i s
(B 1B~1D), fEjase st b/ NREF
S E GO FEOCEIEF LRI, RO Fo#2 MR
PR EHY , fir 4 N C5TBL/6N-Lep™ /Nifde ( f#j R ob
/N o KA RT-PCR B ARKMEE A ob /N ERFNEF AR
K1 C57BL/6N /N ERUHYCoIE 8L il R
HEWGZHZTH Lep LAYk, 259 W/R Lep A
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Table 2 Microinjection results

ek LTEN HALENG/n AN /R HER/n
Batch Stain Transferred zygotes Pups born Founder
1 C57BL/6N 80 43 4
2 C57BL/6N 125 40 4
5[\ %2 ;} %3 6 cc 6 GG cc G c c 6GC 6 [ c [
A %3?;%;21‘LEU exon2 _exon3 iigacpit) A
G Y— wT A /\ ) W [T
A e e
FRRAY 42
. . KO #2
i [ 547 L [N i | A N\‘ {\ I /\/]\A
e | J\ L ARt i)
R R et 351
eﬁ\ Cas9/sgRNA l Indel mutation E%zi%#” |
B 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 M
MR #16 |
KO #16

 gackit} 5’-gtccaagatggaccagactctggeagtctatcaacaggtee-3
WT
FRPRE #2 5’-gtccaagatggaccag-- A0 bp--tctatcaacaggtee-3
KO #2

#
?gi’:l#l ls -gtccaagatggace------ Al7 bp------ caacaggtcc-3
MR R #16
E)g&#j]‘}) 5’-gtccaagatggace- M bp-tetggeas - caacaggted
AR #25
KO #25 5’-gtccaagatggac--- Al 1 bp---agtctatcaacaggtce-3

TE A : Lep SED AR /N SR S sgRNA B U) B AL R BIAL B Bk (R BB SE 45 5885 € D R 43 I

mRNA z‘!%it7k¥o WT:%T'/:I?@;KO:%F&%EQO

E1

FUREY #25|
KO #25

E

o ob
O C57BL/6N -

oW

0 Jom om - om0 o 6o m—@

Lep mRNAAHX KL &
Relative expression of ep mRNA

g AT (K IR sgRNA J¥ 41 E; Lep

ob /IR R I SR R M E 45 R

Note. A, Schematic diagram of Lep gene knockout mouse of cleavage site of sgRNA. B, Genotype results. C/D, Partial sequencing results,

Red indicates sgRNA sequence. E, Relative expression of Lep RNA. WT, Wild-type; KO, Knock out.

Figure 1 Construction strategy and identification results of ob mice

TERFA R C57BL/6N /N F AR D L 2 A7 e R
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g 2 fioR 7R IEH DEHR SR 50 T, S E AR A
CSTBL/6N /INRAA L, 4liA ob /N BB AL B, Jie BEAE
KR, 4~8 JE I Y ob /N BRI H 378 = T[] J 3% 1)
B A= RU/INER, HLAA o Bl ) B) S AR D L a8 T
% ob /INER 5[] JA] % B A5 AU /N BRURH BL, (R EE 3 i 2 ~
315,
2.3 ob/MNRIMEMLMELER

TG F1 TC J2& 3 ik s 4 £ 5 9o A ) 1) J A

bR, TG EEAFIETIRILLLUR , 5k Mali gk & M m
Eﬁﬁﬁmﬁ\ﬁjﬂﬂ%ﬁ@% Wi BRI B B e 23 ik
GBI MY P TG & & &, TC 25 3 ko
FERELLIRTE BA C W%@%%%(ALT)H‘E%@E
THEAMA T, 251 20 H 32 4535, ALT BEJBCA L, {5 1M
Wb E T, X 8 JERY ob /N BRI A AR RGN 25
R, 484 ob NI H TG (P<0.01) \ TC(P<
0.001) & 2 & FHF A BN, BB ob /NERHE L T
SIMAEELS ; 4liG ob /NI A ALT(P<0.001) i
Fm TE A RN, R ob N B T IR R S
B MZ%A ob /NS P A R /N FRAH L, TG\ TC ,ALT
é‘i%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ JnE 3,
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el 4 i, XT/J\EﬂH?éﬂ A EAT HE Y2 {6 F19h
210 Jefa, HE P25 R o, Bf A A C57BL/6N
NS5 40 52 2 HED B2, T /N 4 5 17 AT 5

ahifyob/NE

Homozygous ob mouse

A
/‘ A AICSTBLIGN/N B,
WT C57BL/6N mouse

B2 Zif

ob /N ERUH-AH ML HES B 880, B, RV A Mg 2 i
HAUR IR AR =5 /@ﬁﬂ* HELT Eﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ/@
FEAR LB P AL 2L B, el O e R B
7R, B A C57BL/6N /J\Eﬂﬂ?éﬂ@lﬂikiﬁ'éﬁm

B —e—ob/ob £
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Figure 2 Appearance of 8 weeks homozygous ob mouse and the change curve of ob mice average weight
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W5 WT A, ™ P<0.01, ™ P<0.001,

B3 8 Ji ob /NI ALK INEE SR (n=3~10)
Note. Compared with WT group, ™ P<0. 01, ™ P<0. 001.

Figure 3 Biochemical results of 8 weeks ob mice
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Figure 4 Representative histopathological result in the liver of ob mice
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ob /NETFHAAFAE R I BUIR BT DLRR, JIF 40 b 52 )5
AL @ ) RBURE IR 18 , JEF 0 05 A2 7 =[] i
R IRIEVENR I A0, 5 HE Je s R —2, Ul
B ob /INEUR A2 HE IR Tl B 5 AE 1

3 itig

CRISPR A H X 4 48 B AR 2 H AT 0 #8119
SENGE T RZ —, )2 TR e, A
2013 AERIK, CRISPR HEARIYMFTE kit A A K, 32
PRI 2 A T, XBOR B R RSB T 3L 3
PR R s B T R R AR L 7
sgRNA 951 5, Cas9 B i 2483 1 F: 7] F 7 51
( protospacer adjacent motif, PAM ) ¥ 51 B9 45 52 v i,
FEOUHEW AL, YAATESMETE DNA B | i8 i [
PR E 7] 46 42 (homology-directed repair, HDR) f= 4= Hr
AR DR R 2 5 7 AR T AT AN IR B AR 1 1 &0 T, e i R
[R] Y5 7K %t 7% 4% ( non-homologous end-joining, NHE] )
FEROA 0™ A BB Ji AR R g8 AR fif
I CRISPR/ Cas9 HATE I PR B 13 FHHE J7 5, 4
SRR LAY 7, B R R S AR E AT
DR 4 B8, B8 A% G 97 0k R R Y B9 N S B T
R RV R SRR R AR S — FhIR YT 2
P B FHEOR B & BUS T A R 8 I B R
RIGIN T 7 A% A0 i DX A b i 52 R A 0 g
U RS R CRISPR/ Cas9 #5 AR T Lep
BEPR A/ BUBCRY (T PR ob /INBRL) | 280 Bk,
REE I m bR, S T RE S AR E AL Y ob /B
P

JHRIEN (Lep) RAEZFHUE R JHRZ
IARRERNT 5, T 2%/ B IBIAL T 2 i 197 11
REFCIRAS” , R A A B RIS T A B g it
FRISFNR T - ], 45 R 5 B0 BUA A 3 TR
T IEH /N ARSI, e & S 80N R H IR R
i— H ob /NFJZ 1949 4 Jackson SEEGZ K P, JE
TR, HAiG TAF , XM RZE/NRIEAE K
U M ZNCE iy ) 1R ST PN 7 NN N i
445 ARHRFERHE Y ob /1N BB AR s HL A A [ Y
I, 8 JEHE ob /N L[] J W B AR LN BRAR LE , 14
I 2~3 %, EdlaE R F AR H AR
i ek R A AL 2 R Feak T A AR
FRiZIEH IS, ORI HAA KRB R, 51K ob /)
B P 5 L R D RE S, OF HAE B F i A v,
PGS /N T - R AN LT

FAEE S, 50 IRGE — 5 A, BR T
HERE , ob /N B R ELRRF A LG R R 2 & S IR
JBR 5 2 IR | e LA L TR 5 2R HK BT A0 M IR ) RE A
42120 SXSBERAEREAS: ob /N U 12 T AR R AE B
PRIGEFRIBEIE . 53 SCERHGE , ob /N AT /R S AR
K R 7 J9a sh A AR AR | Shy 24 Sl A 2 B 9 R i L
R SR s %

HAT, EPR FAE — 0% 5T Lep JE PR R/ B
PR ARGE " i N AR A R T A A,
B VAR I, 19 SCRE R o A58 2 b R o 25
K 5T Be F 3 57 19 3 T CRSIPR/ Cas9 H AR 1Y
S DR SR /N BRBE Y, SRy B 50 I8 R RE W PR 9 B AH O
IERIERE SRR AL T 2h el JF it — P £ 5 F
F WG SR S Y GEIR I  BAA Tz RS
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