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[ Abstract]  Abdominal aortic aneurysm ( AAA) is a hidden and fatal disease, but its underlying developmental
mechanism remains unclear. Phenotypic switching of vascular smooth muscle cells and pyroptosis have been identified as
biological processes closely related to the appearance and progression of AAA, with potentially important roles in the
mechanism of AAA and in providing new directions for its diagnosis and treatment. In this review, we discuss phenotypic
switching of vascular smooth muscle cells and the regulatory relationship between cell pyroptosis and AAA.
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6 3 Bl Bk J& ( abdominal aortic aneurysm, AAA)
et BN P % 7 R BRI DR PR AR, Y Bl ks
HAR A E I F Bk 50%5>30 mm B AT PR 5E
AAA P2 HGE HRE T B I B R R R
MR RNSET R AAA B UL Y 1 B8 IH 2 AT 1
IER =0 | WA N I 7 N s S B ) € R T
fREE bl s 2 ORI A N B kO 18 B/
(EVAR) TR, HAE>5.5 em (L PE>4.5 em)
(o sh ko vT LAAS B0 R0a . SR, BT R
10% B FFF G TR, X T AT AR B M
TCA B 56T Ik, R D 12 B A 7 R
HEE,

11L& - 45 WL Y ( vascular smooth muscle cells,
VSMCs ) J2& 3l Jik BE~F- 5 JUL A 1 32 S5 [ A7 20 i 3 ik
TEIE R E kG R Bk 4EH5 3 s Ik &5 44 1y
L5 3K Fy AL, R B 1 T, VSMCs 2 4
iR R Fe BIFE 4 ( phenotypic switch ) 1 ¥ L 72 | 7F
XA R, VSMCs 2% 25 W 4 14 0T 5% 4k & 3R
AU ) VSMCs 233 J32 38 58 5 DA I 7% 21 I
AT S0 7 A 26, R 8 22 (IR 98 R 1] VSMICs
AU EEZ 5 AAA 1Y Kk A, £l 5 BE d
VSMCs 280 H W4 2 80 A4 15 1045 5k 7, 24 Holke 4
ek iy i /8 5k 7 20 s it 32 3 BkBE 8 3 3G,
fiEdE AAA AR,

YHHIAE T (cell pyroptosis) J&=—F A & H
(gasdermin, GSDM) K3l i & P MR AE, 5 e KR
SERUBEN = BEAH OO HARRAE 2 R/ MAR A T 12
b Z R KA il — 1 ( caspase-1) 1% , 5 T AN B AR TR
37 (GSDMD) 4% 3 N 3 GSDMD H Bt ( GSDMD-
N ), SEEUREALIE B, 40 M 246 1 R Ui 22 4 i A
T BEAERF ST R AR TOTE AAA KRBT
SR O g i e e A 3 g JkORE 1 45 BE
ST T 4 NIRTINEE AAA FOERED AT REJE AAA &
ARSI, AR SCLEAR T AR T i
-0 LA A 2 B A AL > B AR Y AR S R 2 3h
Jiked & A R R Z IR G 2R o

1 MmEFFNARRBEERSEENIE

1.1 VSMCs HIIEE £EIEINEE

TEH KA AR B AL i KB A 2,
MUK S 20 B A B o S RD A1 S L R 2 B
PN Bz A4 LA S, b TS ER B kA8 - T UL 4 A A
B, T AN B2 ) Hy BR £F 4k 40 M RN 40 B A 5 B

(extracellular matrix, ECM) ¥ . A=3EM T, 8
Jik (R 5P SRR IR T VSMCs 19 3 Bl U4 A il i R
L 2T AR 2H R SE R BB S X Rl
ARFFPEMT VSMCs BB IR Y LA BLAR | i R I 43
Ao TERBNKH, VSMCs TEUSCAR 5 il 39 Wi 4 LA 4 ¢
KA IERIE R, MAE/NEH Sy 3 bk VSMCs 2
ST LTS, 46 /NN sh ki B AR
ShA TR R G B B IREOR | A T 1 KRN T
AT IR TS PR BT AT Y VSMCs LA fE

1.2 VSMCs FRE

VSMCs AJ ZBVER 5 | H 58 BEO3-ifk 5 () 540 52 25
R, A KRB R HES, W T EA
(calponin) (o ¥ HLALBN 2L 1 («-SMA) 559 25 [
2t 4 % M (caldesmon ) M1 AL 3h 25 H A 22 45 H
(SM22a) 117 R EE AR, VSMCs Al g Ak K
[A ¥ (transforming growth factor-g, TGF-B) . IfiL /)M it
it A A= K Bl ( platelet-derived growth factor-BB,
PDGF-BB) .14 %5k & 1 (angiotensin Il , Ang-1I )
SR R R AR A R B 240 E Y VSMCs
8 EERAEIRIR, Wi 8 R IR KRR, S I
il #r & H (osteopotin ) | epiregulin ( EGF K % h{
B1) (PR B R (tropoelastin ) 55 2 3k K- T+ &, B
A e B FE RS R T, OF A UK i ECMEO IL
®1,

VSMCs &R AL 32 2032 FE N e 5 Mgt 1518
WA 55 R, TR FE SKF- | VSMCs
FEHUPAPE 1) S BEAE T 103 S0 P F (serum response
factor, SRF) , O LR ANE N SRF ) — i S 4 406 1A
¥, TGRS VSMCs Wi 224 HALHI 4 78 & A 5
BRI CArG & E ¥ DR S SRE 456, Ji i 7 5
VIO - 8 LR S PR U 4 3R B AR IE, f 65 o-SMA |
SM22 Fil SMMHC, [l it CArG-SRF—0JILE & &Y
e MUZ4ERE VSMCs 734k 1Y X8, — B & W) 9ok
IR, aies & A VSMCs £k A I AL R A5t
TEF WL 38 A% 18 4 7K - =, /v RNA (microRNA,
miRNA ) 31 454 37 UTR 00 il #0035 (R 055 3 i %
S5 IR A R e R B A, BF Y K B miR-134-5p
miR-128-3p Fll miR-145 7] LLIK Bl VSMCs [i] 51k %
T A 5770 i miR-199a-5p . miR-19a-3p MU Al DX
9K 5l VSMCs [] 25 43 fb 28 78 14y 3 A5 110 i) st L Ay
KA AE RIS RNA, @1 cireMAP3KS | circDebld1 Fl
circLrp6 AT LAJH T VSMCs (19 R0 R (5
S Gl R DT, A V2R Sl S 5 VSMCs
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&1 MDA R R Bebr B
Table 1 Phenotypic switch markers of vascular smooth muscle cells
bRk 4 x e
Name of markers
BHiEH Osteopotin
EGF Z A Epiregulin
L 2 I Tropoelastin
I/ I B 1 Thrombospondin
HJF Gla EE 1 MGP

o FHAULBIEE o-SMA
i T2 1 Calponin

vty B

Types of markers Function

BB R A PR B B M A R o

Proliferation, migration into the vascular intima, and

R

Synthetic phenotype . . K
v P P synthesis of extracellular matrix proteins

Wi

Phenotype of contraction

WLEhEE FIAHCER 11 SM22a

A I TR SR 1

Maintain blood vessel elasticity and constrict blood vessels

- WULER EE T 5E SMMHC
A5 R K 1455 21 Caldesmon

FRIELH I TGF-B/Smad F1 PI3K/Akt/mTOR {55
I T LA ] VSMCs & AL 47T NF-xB Al
MAPK {5 5 i B W 7 DL 2 #F VSMCs % Y
B2
1.3 VSMCs REHIRAE AAMA RELZRBFHIER
ML

VSMCs 7E 3l ik 8 JE B e 4% 0 /E H, £ i
VSMCs S L BERS BRI SE B0 P AAA BOTE A, il 5 1.
ERETE) VSMCs F B W04 2 78 DA 5 45K T
WA DI RE B 12 2% AT RE BlcAS I 45T 5K T, 38 = 3 bk R
N7 AR BB i, TE AAA BN V) 1R B Be
AT DUULER 31 9 i 20 i3 0 =8 sl ks | f2 98 A 5 1) 7
AN, SR 5 R T A fih & 9 0E N fiE iE VSMCs
RG> ZMESERE LIS S
VSMCs FeRIEHH 152 AAA 13 72, VE & (5 5
i, TGF-B {5 5 1 % O Bl & B0 nT LA 3 98 4
VSMCs R AAA f 724 F1 % . Zhou %Y
FF5E 2 BR, 5 fadt F o BE AL AR L, AAA 3= s iR A
) Runt #5456 56 K7 3 (RUNX family transcription
factor 3, RUNX3) ZEik 4, S50 TGF-B1 UL 2R, MM
Pl VSMCs o SM22 MYHI11 H1 CNN1 [ %35, iF
MAEHE T AAA B ERR ; BRI Z 41, NF-kB 15 538 i
S5 VSMCs FREEA L AR Jiang 6% L3, ifF
TP Hi AR ( Hexarelin ) /5 2y —Ff & Y £E 4R BT
JU, BT BH O JULASE B 11 30 Jik o4 A0 Rl Ak 4505 i 57 952
oA DR AP FH, L RE 08 1K 2 - T JUL A8 i 7 Wi 4 3=
R 3R BED 1 58 AE 40 FL 3= NLRP3 48 P 4436 1k A
IL-18 A=A, 45 51 J2& , Hexarelin RE % 11 i 11 4 &
i SN S5 R Y NF-kB {5 S B, sk 3
] Hexarelin 1810 VSMCs F AT NF-kB 15
G RAE VIR R AAA Y& A EIEE, B

B A NE RSS2 W], PISK/ Akt {5518 B 70 4 75
AP IR VSMCs 1 Wi 455 26 7D b ke SC A1
PI3K/ Akt i X VSMCs 22 899875 A4 7 FH 8 At
FXF FoxO Bt iR I, Lu 2550 BF 52 % B
Fox03a i# i P62/LC3BII H W5 58 B AL #E VSMCs
RAVFLAG N AAA BTE R, FEAIK FoxO3a RikMIA
ST AT RERH I AAA BIJE AL, VSMCs ARy
i —ZFE il e miRNA, Shi VR A B, T E
X EkAY PH 45888 1 & F/E N miR-126-5p (148
AU, AT HE VSMCs P45 % 4 , AT Ang- T
FFE/NER AAA P2 E  miR-23b 5l B #IE W 78 4
FF VSMCs W4 2 10 b 5 324 1, i 4520 % it e
FF T W58 15 30 4518, miR-23b i i f ] FoxO4 )
FEIk DI S0 VSMCs 26 B 5% ok B 1E AAA fY
7oA,

2 MR TSEENE

2.1 AETHEMEEEMNIELBRE
AT caspase-1 /1, BB K AETE
EWgEAn i o, H OGP BRI caspase-1 1 3545 AT
W2 LLNLRP3 e ME/MA ], 24 NLRP3 2 1132
FIRE 5 M 9 J5AH OC 73 1 BE AU ( pathogen-associated
molecular patterns, PAMPs) Fl 45t {7 Al & 43 F 4 2
( damage-associated molecular patterns, DAMPs) [ 3]
A, NLRP3 #E H ZL4E ASC IR caspase-1, I 7E
NIMA A5 7 (NEK7) BB N 2035 NLRP3
RPN, WL 1, NLRP3 4 1 /I 1k 21 %5 34075 iy
caspase-1, J1% J5 B9 caspase-1 AN AT LA 1L-18
I TL-18 FY AR 3 , 38 AT L) B4 2% GSDMD A=
1% GSDMD-N ., B/ , GSDMD-N i i:f I i A 4%
5 I PN T 1) W9 A T JUL T | B AR TR W S T 22 1R
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HIVER M

Cathepsins L . -

FUEHAEATE £ 5%
| Phagolysosomal vesicles ! *
' &% ; aad )
Slgnal 2 {
e i H il
Calcium ion flux i i
AL
; Mitochondria
| RTUCEOLMEED |

o JIXNIP R B R B -1 8
Active caspase-1
HAEH-1B0) v
IL-1B
E/r3-18
IL-18

f@;gﬁﬁit:: f*f"J,f;1‘11:;

b Toll K21k
TLR
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Figure 1 NLRP3 activation mechanism

A TERE B AU T2 IE N A2 4 10 ~ 20 nm AU
2L (GSDMS L) , %85 LDH IL-1B IL-18 LA Kz Hifth

/NE 2R L B A ek T AL TR Ok, e R B
:%t[sﬂ

WA B 5 R 58 P caspase-1 25 UTAH < A9 A
AN caspase-4 Fl caspase-5 LA M W U5 2 4 H 1)
caspase-11 WAE R Z R ZHFE/EHS . caspase-4/5/
11 ) CARD S5+ 3i i S A5 245 (LPS) g it A
4545, I3 caspase ZE R , 2% GSDMD [ N
Ui, 5 RS REFLIE I, 70 Wb RAEA o, 51 & AN AL T A
RIET
2.2 HMETHEXER
2.2.1 GSDMD #EH

Gasdermin ( GSDM ) J& 3T 4F >k & B — 4> il fL
RO AR G0, LG5 L DL TE A [6) 18 2H LR A e vh
Kk AW, Hh A EZEM Gasdermin D
(GSDMD ) &AM AL T 19— FhFL BRI BN 7, R
ik E 5 WY caspase-11 Zill caspase-8 IS
GSDMD 24, GSDMD N 3it; % 4 5k N-GSDMD P J5
TE FL A0 A 14 o2 5B 5 SR IFIE WAL, B 1 GSDMD
FLAA T UM 5 PN 25 0 ) R, T L 3 3 B0 ik
HfsET=
2.2.2 NLRP3 /MA

NLRP3 # /N2 —Fif I % 240 B 3 £ 5 4

H@Fﬁ%%’??,#ﬁ NLRP3 & P /METE I 1 i
I, SIS caspase-1, % IL-18 F AL M iG HEIE 2L,
AT IL-1 22— R R e 2 4 A 1, PRI B R
O 25 G 2R R ZH 2R R AE . NLRP3 58 1R/ B
AIEEREL WA, T NLRP3 Fl pro-IL-
18 WA UK TE# R A P AR X AR, JE 3 15 il
i 8l Toll BESZ 1A (TLRs ) sl 20 i P F 52 7R A 5 11
BT -kB (NF-xB) {5 5 18 R b ik 26 4 1 K
S, B P J5 18 1 ( post-translational modifications,
PTMs) , 412532 A0 MR AL , O Bk W mT A%
NLRP3 FE [ i PR i 30 B, 3005 (5 512 2
NLRP3 R/ MR A W i) 21 %% ISR caspase-1 %
W AR R TR
2.2.3 Caspase & 1%

Caspases %52 5 20 g I8 T AR AE K207, 2
TEWRAE W A A M & B IESE T LA B B, 7E
IE'J.%L'?IHH@EF‘ ,caspase IE'JI%L' Ujﬁ{ﬁjj E‘]ﬁﬁ;{jﬁﬁ( pro-
caspase) ff TE, TE 2 B W2 Iy H K it 5, Jo 1% J1 Y
caspase 1] LI A S caspase , T HI HI/E H G
Wy, A FHEC 0 (VR R T | R o e
HRIELEF AN RERY AR , caspase T 43 A P8 T FRI AT 5
FERL  JH TR caspase 5 TC 8 YIAH 56, AL 4G
caspase-2/3/6/7/8/9/10 , it caspase-3 i A H 2 ;
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RAETY caspase N T RAE fe N A4 AR 1=, B0 4%
caspase-1/4/5/11/12/13/14"*)  Hrh caspase-1 /£
BRSFHETR caspase-1 WA AL 1M caspase-4/
5/11 WA FEET- IR caspase-1 KR TS
2.3 MRAETE AA REXBHAERNE

W R IRA M AE T 55 AAA 477 48 [R]FE %5 D) AR
. TESIRSZE | Liao 251 BFSE & B0, W 3 S5t
Ang- T FHE AAA BRI CSTBL/6] /N RiEFT RNA
P FAE Y5 B2 0T S5 R R AAA PS5 EET-
JOE A G M 2R R B 3 B A Fu S TR R A
ApoE /R AAA AR 25 5L % /N B P Al A T
N GSDMD il NLRP3 48 M /MATE iE 3= 3l ik b
P M P ARE R F TR, X AAA BRI TEE
B[R] AR T LAS 20 A0 [A) A 25 5%, Wortmann 251 37 Fi
F R I8 B8 20 B R R A S 845 A G 1 4 B X
(damage associated molecular patterns, DAMPs) Jil| 3
AAA B E N VSMCs, & ¥t NLRP3 F1 IL-18 ¥
mRNA FIHE [ FRIE 7K 5 T X6 F AL, VSMCs %% )
RIEFA,UESE NLRP3 /R IRAES 5 T VSMCs
AT BERERFANAE T 2 0E T AAA KRR, 55—
YR I NLRP3 R E /A 5 1/F 2 5 3005 E M 9%
AAA KA G BE A BT, AT fig 5 LR AL A G,
Ang- T ] 38 A U5 P B 40 i = A 1 pE AR, 3R
NLRP3 (3% , I B TL-18 175 S 1L 48 R AE 1 77
A YR AR SN, A1 E I RE SRR J2 IR, 8K
AAA TIEIR ST, R, AT IIAH AAA S 40 fa T
[ AAAEAR ELAE AL (3 EARVE A A 6

3 FENAmREESR AEETS AAA ZEE
PIEXR

H AT B 2878 K 10 SCRk A 58 43 0 BUAR T
VSMCs & 70 5 0 FIV A0 i £ 172 WA AR ) 2 0 R O 4
AAA TAHSCHLT (21 R ool i =22 ]2 75 [ A A7
FEAREAE AR G R T AAA 72 R FILE
J& W R AR S a8 4570

Gao 21 {F 57 8 1 i 1 5 Ang- T  AAA
JINERABE AR | L e PR b 2 SR 2 A BT 25 SR SR TE Ang-
55 AAA o, 3= 2 ki 45 F 18 L 20 i 2% 3k
GSDMD |7, Western blot 2% 5 .78 VSMCs 4555
P GSDMD it = 25 T W 4 % B E 1 «-SMA |
SM22a FIET 45 25 11 19 K3k K P T, X 3 FhiE H
FE/NTHE RNA (siRNA) %S/ GSDMD sk iy A 3
SNIKT-UE WLA0 M (HASMCs ) fP s B, 28 F R,
XUELE L], VSMCs B 45555 75 GSDMD it i P A%

TN AAA By KA JF AT LI VSMCs ZE R 7R IR
i FAVIRZS . Burger %573 5o #4) £ /)N U Y Ji IF
THFFE, 43 BT T R4 AR  ELISA A4 i g2 1=
FHOG 523 Sk 3iF B ox-LDL 3% 0& 14 20 2% 40 B 7F
VSMCs F:85 3704 2 o i BLIEAE T, 3l S e 9t e
R NLRP3 48 P /NMA 9 34005 F VSMCs 3% 1 7%
e, 25 J R B ox-LDL I 76 A9 50 8% 4 i BRI T
VSMCs 1 a-SMA SM22a B35, B35 T caspase-1,
ST OIL-18, R T A M AR T, DL b g5 B IE
NLRP3 R /MR TG 7] LU E VSMCs 6 AL 4
FAAMIAET ., 2 FEAAA PAEfER R . NLRP3
VAR BTG B2 IE A S VSMCs 3 B RE 45 5,
Bai 25 K PR IE T 1 WL o - WL3h 8 (35 1
circACTA2 7E 7 VSMCs £ BI% # fl NLRP3 4+ &
P20 B A T R AR, IR A5 R B R
circACTA2 1 Ze 3k i Al DAFI il NLRP3 3 [ #% 5% Fl
RAE/MERTEAL, [FIE ] NLRP3 /MATE AL AR E
VSMCs G B R A ] Wi 4 = A A ik 4 Mo fE T
B 7= A DA T DR 048 R , TRl AAA & . Yang
VIR g A R Won 12 R R IR I K R B LS
(UCHLS) & —Fh iz ZALEG, AT Re ok IS
Smad2/3 FIFAL A K KT -B1 (TGF-B1) 15 1 #%
S UIAA G, i M3 s SRS AT LA HE VSMCs (38
i GERS RN R R LA %€ UCHLS 5 VSMCs 4]
P 06, 200 45 R W UCHLS o] Dl i 3 0%
NLRP3 & PE/IMAE #E VSMCs 1385 3T 7% F1 3 &l
Befe JE AAA BAERE N R R R, B8
B BT PR IG 2 , FEAR SN AT LA NLRP3 .caspase-1
FIL-1B B35, 76 ApoE ™ /Iy UM P ) AT LA R A%
NLRP3 il CD68 3Rk, [AlHT % NLRP3 ik i
> I K A A R T A A B 1 AAA AT

4 BESREE

H T AAA HL A9 AN B A 24 )5 19 i JE TR
FAARE AL, 2 TR 2 AR it B 1Y) )™ B Jg b 22—, AL Ut
B FL RS LT, & BT 00 8 B80TR 7 T AT 2 I R
WIS E B H bR, 78 AAA B2 J597 B T8 Bl 4035,
PR it FERF S TR A S HT , AT 22 TG AAA 1)
LEAZIARCR AR W TH , H T B2 K B AAA
MRS bR 75 0 s TEIR T J7 T, AAA JRIT LA TR
S AIRIT R B A R A i, BT
AAA &9 B itk AL 6 oK 52 4V 28 IR ek LA AT
BT AAA KB, BERTT AAA 1953 F-HL T I
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RiZ2IE TAERA EEME, A LB VSMCs
TRV AT 5 AAA 1R KRBT,
[Fi) I 3 79 4 98] 92 3 2 30 4 B 1) 48 i I 1 AR 4R Ak i
LT TR R SR TR ATT K I 5 BB AE O R 5 R
iE S5 ; AR AR N SORE SC 1) 3E R 3R 1A RN S
1,2k AAA 1R AR AR B B ET Ry A R

PI3K/ Akt {5553 % . Smad/TGF-3

55l i NF-xB

175 5108 % TS A 512 5 0 A R s M O, RV T AR
SRR R 5 10 B Sl i 22 7 i Ji 2 BH 3
A TR IS 5 AAA B LA KR BT X
T Z I A IR M AT A D B M A
JZ TR AAA I RRHLEL, 0 AAA $2 45T kS
WERTIATT WS B BT 55, TRl i T AAA Y 4R
SR AREAE AR I SRR 0 A 5T, DR I B = A 5

Al AR K Hls , R AEAT &

BT T, W

JRE BT Z2 B0 Tl PR AR W5, K 357 ) A 75 W B
T AAA S B PR, D J S 0 B 24 3R 7 £ It
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