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Role of NLRP3-pyroptosis in experimental sepsis-induced lung injury
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[ Abstract]  The Nod-like receptor pyrin domain-associated protein 3 ( NLRP3)-mediated pyroptosis of pulmonary
parenchymal and immune cells plays a key role in the pathogenesis of lung injury during sepsis. NF-kB, JAK2/STAT3 and
MAPK signaling pathways are involved in NLRP3-mediated pyroptosis. Targeting NLRP3-pyroptosis and its related
signaling pathways, pharmacological interventions with Physalin B, schisandrin, erythropoietin, and physical therapies
such as acupuncture at Zusanli and Feishu points, as well as NLRP3-specific inhibitors like ergolide, have all shown
effective anti-septic effects in treating lung injuries. This article reviewed the roles and mechanisms of NLRP3-pyroptosis in
sepsis-induced lung injury, as well as the experimental progresses made in targeting NLRP3 pyroptosis as a therapy. We
aim to highlight the importance of NLRP3-pyroptosis as a target, providing insights for the prevention and treatment of
sepsis-induced lung injury.
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Y DN R R s B il M DV I [N PN R RN 2
E AN M FF S , A A U 4
A5 R E LA % i 1) it 08 8 i SN, i 835 78 Ry 2
PEMi$51475 (acute lung injury , ALL) J% 2 20 R 368
ZEAIE (acute respiratory distress syndrome, ARDS) .
— B OL, SAE /MR TR IR e B A 25 5 I L
I, SR RAE S, TEARZ ZAE /M NOD #:3Z
R 45 # 38AH O B 3 (nod-like receptor
thermal protein domain associated protein 3, NLRP3)
RAE/ MW I N 5853 B —Fh, EZE TRl
VIENHT A b 2008 25 F B — 1 ( pro-caspase-1) 1% 2
WEZ PR -1 ( Caspase-1) , e AT/ 3R - 18
(interleukin-1B,IL-1B) I IL-18 RBVHIR Y . 40
5 T 3 Ay 4 sy 8 i D A Tk IS 5 1 ke g
FeSE, E 2% FL AR M B, HE T 2 8 R GE A
Jox, 5 R AR IE SN LA B I 52 1 2H ARl A B 45 A F1 )
RETR A Wk 22 Fh B0 R 2R 5 1 kS e 2 0 M 45 47
MOCHERLT 2 — o S T T A 7S I B A Jif 453 45 1
J AL LS NLRP3 -2 i £ 17 e 45 il 4 475 o
AT K AEAE L, O LIRS 158 B By 6 SR, 2% & A1
ST 220 S g e B Mt B A AR A TE R AR
JHeRERE il 45 47 & i it A ) Al |, SR £R NLRP3 1k
FHG R AR T, 38 7R 1 A OGS 538 e e
SE i 493 U T, DR X NLRP3 — 200 i £5 72 FF J|
TV Z R EERE I AR 1 1) SE R ME B IR IE Y, AR SCER
R NLRP3 S-S (14 200 e 45 1 7 52 06 P e 74 e 7
Fiti s 405 T A S LA, AR 19) NLRP3 — 4 it £
T IR R T 458 13 1) S 0 IF 5 3 e

1 NLRP3 HiEEE5HMET

1 by — P =0 51 32 /& (pattern recognition
receptor, PRR) , NLRP3 R AE/IMAGEME B 145 A B g2
PEFNAR G A8 P IR 8 M IR ST 59, B0 05 4
K43 T #5320 ( damage associated molecular patterns,
DAMP ) 5l JFEAAR AH 5 43 F 455 28 ( pathogen associated
molecular patterns, PAMP ) "' 3 Fift J&& %01 BE 7 i 15
NLRP3 REAE L i) 17 A A PN SN A ] g, )3 5
RAETSE , AHUARTRBEA B B . NLRP3 JAE
/MACHT 3 AR G AR S 2H G, LA — & S e J R
& ¥ % (leucine rich repeat domain, LRR) 45438,
BHA A ShREAE S 1 BIRE Sy, — > HAT ATP il
WP IE A T B R SE R AL B g B TR 45 A

( nucleotide binding and oligomerization domain,

NOD) , 3Bk NACHT Z5#538, LA be—4> N R i i
FI 45 44 33 ( pyrin domain, PYD) "', NLRP3 # fiE />
PRTE AL B S 52 4%, 7T LA 22 il sl 5 ik o, 49
F5 PAMPs (B 15 RNA | f2E 93 28 R0 7 2 1
1853 ) LA K DAMPs (451 30 PR IR & 14 ATP 40 4 550 11
B-VEMMEIR) o HHETIA N, NLRP3 ik 32 2 AL 4% 22
i AR MR AU 3 FhaR A, A AR T i B
S S IR IR K AR A 0 R DG A T
PR AKHS T R P2 0 Fl Caspases 25, 5 NLRP3
SE /AT AFDOE I, 200 A T R A B R R AR )
A Caspase-1 25 8L 3% 12 Fl Caspase-4/5/11 df 4 i
i,
1.1 ZHBREFEER

NLRP3 &4 /)M 28 BB 18 42 W] 3 S P AS 6
FEB B 5 S G . 78S 3B B, NLRP3 Al pro-
IL-1B FEFE SR K- 13X — ok A% Al 3 5 200 22 A
PAMPs 5 DAMPs, sl iof {2 2 40 N 7% %, 22X
W5 5% ] F — kB ( nuclear factor--B, NF-kB ) #1% F1
Wesk, Br 7R R AN, a2 R AL nT LU 4
NLRP3 IR M, nwkie e sz K1k, 2R
SEPERKES 1 (ubiquitin-specific peptidase 1, USP1) A
KK F- 1 (ubiquitin-specific peptidase 1-related factor
1, UAF1) 224 NACHT 1 LRR 45+ | 1) K48 £ 5
17 ZALEE B H NLRP3 32 R4 MM A0 8 (A A
AR RAE HE NLRP3 3#3% ', L4k, ABROI 2
R Z MR SR — WA, HAr 5 NLRP3 [
S194 WERRALAS NLRP3 JEAE /)M ZH 2 F i 2 5
JCHEVEFI . 45 b e shAb R 1o e Sk 4 R
JE XS NLRP3 SEAE/MA RS 2T 2,

FESCTE P Z R T, KA CLAM i Na™ N
i Ca™ Bl G| 2Ok A ) BE B % | 15 Pk 48 (reactive
oxygen species, ROS) J7 4 2RI IR DNA FEHL %5 il
RG> R T4 R B P B, by S E /AR 1) 2 2R FTRG
PP S, W S AR E A
T- A0 ¢ B 55 85 H ( apoptosis-associated speck-like
protein containing a CADR domain, ASC ) fi& i
NLRP3-ASC A WIL I, 2#2 (19 CARD SAEIG 1Y
pro-caspase-1 1) CARD &R A 3% 4% | i — 25 35 Jin
pro-caspase-1 ik, I H LR A# g p20 F1 pl10 M
ANMEED 3 A I 1 DU SR AR TR LA T
Caspase-1, JE 11 Y] #] pro-IL-18 Fl pro-IL-18, ¢
Caspase-1 KR TL-18 F1 IL-18 Y 30E ARSI, [F)
i}, Caspase-1 PR R -D( gasdermin D, GSDMD) ¥J]
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FIHL GSDMD f# N=A 3 1 GSDMD [ C—A 3 X35k,
FeRe AN R 1P LB, SIS 4 M fE T, R BUR
PARAE A LA F IL-18 1 1L-18 J8 5 GSDMD FL %%
BRI M AR PR S 5 R RE R N, I IR T g
Ifig.
1.2 FEHHFRER

5 Caspase-1 28 L% B 12 AN [A], NLRP3
RAFE /MR MG B AR FE KA Caspase-4/5/11 5¢
B o =2 CQ AP TRTHE A7 0 200 A, 3 ok o3 figp 4 A
BE RBECIE Z 8 (lipopolysaccharide , LPS) . LPS 454
I 4] 3% /N BU Caspase-11 % N Caspase-4/5, T
Caspases Z-RALFI B YIE, Wi 52 NLRP3 HF #HL 7Y
g TEALEY Caspase-11 ANAE H 11 E) pro-IL-
18 F pro-1L-18 , fH 1] DL K fift GSDMD * 1%, GSDMD-
N, GSDMD-N 5 5 J5 Ffv ity Wik i | W 12 56 UL It o
W22 Z R4S &, T AE 41 I B B 28 1L, 5 % K4
T, SEd AT Caspase-4/5/11 F4 5 A2 i
L) ATP il 8 H 32 i #: 8 H - 1 ( Pannexin 1,
PANX1) #1% , i 3 ATP Bl ; PANXT 55 BERS fE 2
& ( purinergic receptor P2X, ligand gated ion channel
7,P2XT) FHEAE M AT IR I8, 3O B i, A
IM#E NLRP3 RAE/IMAT 5T Caspase-1 316 192
SART R AR IRk, NLRP3 4E /MR B h 3 42
B AU LAY AR TR AR I OCHE ALY
1.3 NLRP3 BEREHERE

B AU NLRP3 SE/IMAROE Rifs—ME 5, 1%
BARAUATAE T N HBAZ ML, Ferb Toll BE3Z 1K 4
(toll-like receptor 4, TLR4) i 1| g 4 LPS, i i
Caspase-8/FAS — #H ¢ A€ 1= 45 ¥y 88 & H ( FAS-
associated death domain protein, FADD) /32 {K%5 & 44
FIRPLEE 3 (receptor binding serine kinase 3, RIPK3)
ST NLRP3 35 AL M A T e, (H X
REEGIHE ASC BEf 8 W, AR 804 s -t
Ak, 28 # H C3 (apolipoprotein C3, ApoC3) L HE
BE NS Caspase-8 #KH A& NLRP3
RIE/IMA , ApoC3 5 TLR2 1 TLR4 A1 H.AF FH T35
HS T — R Ak, SR 58 1 TLR2/4 Fe Ho A 42 1
SCIMP ( SLP65/SLP76,
protein , SCIMP ) — [i% & li2 25 H I i ( tyrosine protein
kinase , Lyn ) — I8 1i% Z 2 % 1 ( spleen tyrosine kinase,
Syk) - Wik I K 7 2% HL 2 PH S T A A ( transient
receptor potential melastain 2, TRPM2) Hlif2 #f Ca™ I
i \ROS 7=/ \NADPH AL A% fL 1l Caspase-8 i

csk-interacting membrane

i, JR4E Caspase-8 J&: #7525 18 NLRP3 R AE /)
(NI 8 R e A (E S K1) V] I i S
1.4 AMETREHINEMER

T’fq%%%ﬁ:?, %H*@%%? Ot(tumor
necrosis factor-oc, TNF-ac) . GSDME 15 2 iA 5, 3 26 4k,
IT 2552 | Caspase-3 BENE 15 S GSDME #H ¢ A9
FET-, GSDME TEAUML IR T FikyT 25 2 i fE T
ZIRFEY T — 4RI K, 2 GSDME Rk, &
HAETT #E GSDME fIR R ik B, T4 il & 1k
4M,B% T GSDMD il GSDME Z 4}, GSDMA/B/C
FEREZEFL RN AN M AR T R FE R EAE T B AT
FRIRAN,F AN IRGE T Caspase-3 4K 4 4 12 F1
Caspase-free T B e CHE T X A A T AL
il AIAIR, Wt — IR R BT SR R T
RS LA

2 NLRP3-#HR & T 5 K16 IR S fE A48 (5

Jili & M B AE 51 1) Z 48 B B E Th i o 2 i
TE, FECRAE R R AL 8 L AR A
P LT RS SR BT PR T FR T BRIE T A5 2 F
I BET 0 FEMREEAE S ALL/ARDS i
A SO R 2 CAn g R R e | A R TR R
255 ) BTG P 92 200 L, ol R S R B RRE A I AN
ARME N -, P LA P B A, A2 4 B il B 4 i AE
PN B AN 3553 il 2 2 7 2% 21 e e A i, Rk R R
TEAREAN BT, IR At 5 98 RE B 7, [ B, 4 e A5
K 0 i SR AR IR B A 2L, JuH LA
P 210 LRI 5 A4 L R SR Sy = 0k B T AR Y i 4
JRLTEE B P 22 2% A 5 T S %, TR K o A e
T, 8 A IE A0 0L TS Ak 5 98 E A TR TR A A A A
W 2T B AE K, 5| R il 25 2L 40 453 4 , 2R
I 6 210 LG5 PR Bz S W 45 ) 190 S0 S 2, 1 o it 3 375
P, 35 L 20 iV I R R 1 i K i A e
TEAE M4 AR R A SE I 5 R, NLRP3 -
A LR T AE R R RE i A5 1k A A SRR E
2.1 LWHRESEMBGEEFERECHED
FHMESBEE
2.1.1  ZHAET- A SRR

YR AR TSR] - 40 B A T, B B S R AT
T AT W B 5 D TR B A0 A A S B R
M T R AR AYE Caspases 25, MR
2 L 5 P R S A e K e 2R
RN AN T R T A R R A
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FAAl LR Y 00 R 7 G A 4 DNA I 4 R0 % (A
RN B ah, T £ 51 TL-18 , 11-18
RN B F B, 51k 2k BE S 0E R, i — 20
10 32 A A L) PR AL 2 D B 5 e 4 L 2 1) 2 g
EEH X —AR 5 40 B BE T A5 5 10 % 0% N
REEALA K,
2.1.2 AT RRSIHER

ZMEEGRMAMET- S5 T M i
) % A o B, 25 3D ) 57 ( necrosulfonamide
NSA) &2—HU/NrFA B, ATE D A AR T OG5 4y
FZ— GSDMD i, NSA EH#%5 GSDMD 1y
Cys191 454, 1] p30-GSDMD #4411 GSDMD-N i
FEVRSNRIA P 09 52 54k, AT BH 1E 75 P AL B,
il TL-18 S5 4 hE A TR ™ . 3 %W NSA 7 DA%
SRR 9 AE 40 ML FE T Ui A9 2 PR B IO, AT
AR T GSDMD A AU T, AMA €3 2
IR AR B R0, 240 L B v 2 A2 C3a M C3b,
#MA C3a-C3aR fili5 Caspase-11 B9AH EAE H 2 )
AALFE TSR BE M BT C3a-C3aR 15 538 % Al LA
A LA T 1 TR DT D 4 e 5 R /0N BB 5447
DU R0 A 38 4% 7 e 13 A TP R FEAR R TR Y
346, WA B R B A Bl (high mobility group
protein B1,HMGB1 ) 2 —Fj IEPEAE A T, 38 1 H
AR AL L= W) 521K (receptor for advanced glycation
end-products , RAGE) {Kifi i 215 S MM LT, 7
XA AR, HMGB1 i RAGE /B T 5 W4 il
P HMGB1 3l J7 & [ AR v o 4R, 3610 05 2
TR GGy T A, A H A E N B
( cathepsin, CatB ) 3 7% Jf- M 224 14) 375 T4 v BB ke o
ok LI T /IMA s Caspase-1, MM Z04H
Mg fEARE FEANM AT Y 2, NLRP3
ML AR T AL 5T JE S iz BRI IR AT BT R G
{# NLRP3 -S4 T &
2.2 ZMRBSEMBGEEFLZEETHAR

TEMEEAE S NLRP3 -4 BT, E &
LRSS T AT R, AL 46 Al S 5 40 i (n
Ii b 5z £ 6L ol T A PN B A ) A R 28 200 ik (
ELWRA A rh PR 2 M) 3 8 AN (] A8 A A A Y £R
T AE MR I 45 Hh 8 & ¥ S A, 22 i 24
KRS 5T BT R 4, oA HL R
JHe A Mt 1 ) R AL B 2L T S 2 LA
2.2.1  JliSE AN i

It 9L R 20 R 453 A7 2 R A I 407 1) 45 g

filt, P A R AR R AR R R | e A B AR PR A
ZFPH R IR g B AR TR OR AR
5 IR T S BN, JE AR B 22 1Y) B 5 AN i 3R AR
TESZA X, 5 R A AE B AT RO, R T Bl |
B AR AR fin BT it I B D RE Ak R RS R S
VRS, 51 & il 7K Ji 55 W W ) R e 27 F g 3R
B, N R PE $T B K ( endogenous antimicrobial
peptides , LL-37) X fifi_b Bz 40 i H AT B 2P fE T4k
Fo i b 40 7E LPS Al ATP ) (R  F
RAFETIN LL-37 Rik W3 BT AR08 R AE I
IO, AT fife i ok B AR T LR A I 49

N AN EE T LA Caspase-11 #CH8 AY 40 At 24/
GSDMD ik LAt 5 2 M 9 1 RO RR AR, LPS 3%
1% Caspase-4/5/11, #E 1M fil & £ 17231 T Bt 9 1z B
R I e il 51 45 1) B 780 IR ; Caspase-11 & I8 7F
LPS 55 N B 4 i £ T rh i A0 AE L, 9 B 40 e
Caspase-11 UK fE & W ALI™ 55 —J5 1, &
S RNA OPA MHEAEE A 5 SRS 1
( OPA-interacting protein 5 antisense transcript 1,
OIP5-AS1) i@ i1 miR-1297/NLRP3 i fin & Jik 7% 4
ALL, #fik OIP5-AST Al A% LPS Ak BH A A il i A
PR AR T S SR I R
2.2.2 A

ili 0 5 W5 40 Bt ( alveolar macrophages , AMs ) FF4E
i JBE SR 2 R A il 451 43 A ML A A DG BRI R 2
—, LPS H|# v] 375 Caspase-1 Fil NLRP3 % 4 /)]s
PR, SECAMs BT D& AMs T3 e /D il e
219 (interstitial macrophages , Ims) 321 , T4 AMs
FISEEEHY IMs ] M1 BUAR ALY M1 2RI 20 g
BT AMs BlCREAR R A A i E 1, 5
AMs AHEAE FHE— 2D TR S AE 47, TR i 760 P B¢
LB 256952 [ B, 4% 26 11 HMGBIL AR 2y — Fh
DAMP i i3 1F S AB AL B T NLRP3 il Caspase-
1 R AR T A A I R RE A B A5

rh PR A L 98 2R 8 R IR AR A R Y
SN o RGBS AE (] | K Y b R 4
HEOMN BB b i IR ek B SRR TR (A
it ok 4 P Tl R G A 870 2 RS0 ) UKL , T 1l v e
20 9 JL A BE B ( neutrophil extracellular traps, NETs) ,
NETs AT LLAG 28000 BRAG B6 rh f A G20 SRR, 4%
T, H P 20 AR ) ek B 380 2 5 S0 A it 45
i, WF5ERM, H NLRP3 - AT, m &
IS M R 4 i a4k I 7 (C-X-C chemokine
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ligand 12,CXCL 12) 75 S HRr 40 L 7% i i i
i1, BRT NLRP3 Jr S ET-, ki 4 i 22 &
J 75 [ i ( neutrophil elastase, ELANE ) g% 18 i A~
Wi Caspasel/11 BB VIHI DL 22 , B 4% 0%
GSDMD , WATI fih 2 A A T2
TEHEFEAE i 477 v 7 5 5 48 5 v PR 4
ZIAIAATE S 2 A EAE FAAIL R o P 240 B 7 38
TR TR NETs AN UAE A % 92 48 il 22 8] 79
“E%%Eﬂ%é&lﬂ@ﬁiﬁt NETs 3 /i385
éﬂflﬂ@ﬁﬂiﬁfﬂika ROS, iX 4& ROS i it & 5
NLRP3 R4 /A 1 2532 R A M 4H 2 5 /2 ik &
Caspase-1 J0i% DL K Bl 5 09 B W 4m g g =70, 55—
J7 T S BN NETs 581 8 NLRP3 44 /MAAH 5
HHAYRIK, AT LU RCPH 1k E W5 40 B 0 £E T, AT
WA R
2.3 NLRP3—2|HHE%1‘:%'—€H&%EH$?&{%H’\JE%
18 B
BET NLRP3 200 i £ 775 e 2 A il 5 43 Hh #9956
HAER, 2 #4875 T NF-kB | Janus /i 2 ( janus
kinase 2, JAK2) /{55 % 5 S e s G AL F 3 (signal
transducer and activator of transcription 3, STAT3) I

5 4 J? (ﬁ 1'JC E E] 77'?)‘( Ei ( mltogen activated proteln

kinase, MAPK) {5538 % /£ NLRP3-4iffifi -2 5
T AE A 5473 P B A T (&1 1), R NLRP3
— 20 A TR B VA R E A AR R A A T
BT
2.3.1 NF-kB {55 i
TE R RE B A5 0 H0 5T 10 P42 240 M R i v 1

P, NF-xB {5 590800 , OF -5 Mg e i)™ B R
JEBYIARSE . NF-kB AU e 8 AE 15 i 452 3
it v B 1 5 18 2R 4 A S B O R O
NLRP3 SAE/INMA I 2 e N e MRREAE 31 1)
BEA R NF-B 55 18 8 o oh 20 e (LS Tt
o H 145 $L % FL (cecal ligation and puncture, CLP)
Wi, LPS 51 NF-kB H p65 BEMR AL FI 5 i, =2
SN/ IMAFH S 73 ( NLRP3  pro-IL-1B il pro-IL-18)
Bk b, 2 3 05 Caspase-1; Bl J5, ASC #lI
Caspase-1 9% # 55 - 41 %¢ il R AiE & & 1K, NLRP3 FlI
IL-18 mRNA FIH HRIEHG I, NF-kB p65 B {L 1
5, IL-18 1 IL-18 3%k, JF 5 S A M AL T, 1fi NF-
kB 1 i 7] BAY11-7082 1] [# X pro-caspase-1 . pro-
IL-18 .NLRP BYYJHY Caspase-1 F3k DL I L3 AfiZH
ZUIL-1B A TL-18 K107 CLP 7E 5| e ik FE /N
BRI 2 458 0 1) (] i), 4 v 1l 2H 21 p-NF-kB |

1t IL-1B

)(
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Figure 1 Role of NLRP3-pyroptosis in sepsis-induced lung injury
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ASC NLRP3 ., Caspase-1 H1 i fig 1k % (1 B4 A B (p-
Akt) 7K, Akt 38 1o 358 NF-kB A% 5 407 o 38 e &
AR, SR AT X Segh R NF-
kB 25T NLRP3 -4 Jifd £ 74 5 e 25 0 il 2 493 149
KA,

2.3.2  JAK2/STAT3 {5530 %

FE LPS 75 3 il it 43 /)N BB AL opy | il 41 20 JAK2
FI STAT3 #f MR 1k & 35 T B, 2 20 40 M 2B il R
(erythropoietin, EPO) 7E I i JAK2 F1 STAT3 B2t
(14 RIS, 8 5 ARG 1 M 38 b | S 045 il T4 8 Uk TR
( bronchoalveolar lavage fluid, BALF) J& 25 H Fl & i
A AL W) B ( myeloperoxidase, MPO ) ¥ B, # i T
NLRP3 # i /MM & 1k, &I T NLRP3 Al IL-1B
mRNA M [ £k, WA T IL-18 A IL-18 7= 4,
EPO A % H AT 9% 40 fe 32 171 EPO 2Z{& (EPOR) #Il
57 EMP-9 JAK2 #l14il 5] Fedratinib ,STAT3 11l 5]
NSC-74859 L)} NLRP3 H: K fibriH bR, X —45 4
P JAK/STATs 2 5 7 NLRP3 45 e 25 Jili 53 43
(& AEHL Y (05 20 M A T A O R AT B Y
WEHE
2.3.3 p38 MAPK {5 5%

MAPK {5 5825 T LPS i M4 21 R
SV AR 555 A il 3 405 v & G EEAE R Y 1L
1B . TNF-a F1 1L-6, FEE 230 1T p38 MAPK 15 538 j#%
PR, TE LPS i Sl sh WA Al b ROS 15 &
T p38 MAPK i ik f Al NLRP3 3% 1k, #¢ 343 10
NLRP3 ] it — 151k Caspase-1, fit i AY 1L-1B
FIL-18 433, 51 B 5 B 9 A 2 0, Jom Je fii 8 4t
1510 ZRh 2y i BT MAPK i 72 sk il iR 1k ]
P LPS 51 1) A AE S vz, BT p38 MAPK AJ &A%
DA R AR b B 20 LR T, DA A 4 il 96— 6 4
EhEEY ) BRI AT R R AN R T TL-18
FIL-18, J2& LPS 75 S i 1 2 i S5 o7 2 2 (1438 4 J
(K, 3 4 552 96 R 40 JfL S 36 52, LPS Ak 3£ Bl
p38 MAPK {5 53 % # 7if , NLRP3 4 5E/IMA AN 1L-
1B .IL-18 33k L J Caspase-1 (1424 i 3 T &
p38 MAPK i1l 7] SB203580 {25 41l 1 fiti-451 43 5
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